
Steps through Learning 
History: Elizabethan 

England

My steps through learning: 

What I will know and 
understand 

How I will show that I know it

National Curriculum: 

KS1 - Learn about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievement 
KS2 - Study an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066

What should I already know 

• Who the members of the Tudor royal family were 
• Why King Henry VIII married so many times 
• Who the children of King Henry VIII were - in 

particular Anne Boleyn’s child 
• How the Tudors came to power 
• What life was like more rich and poor people during 

the reign of King Henry VIII

Lesson 1 
To know about the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I 

I can identify when the Elizabethan 
era was 
I can identify the issues faced by 
Elizabeth during her reign

Lesson 2 
To know about the  

importance of trade  
and exploration during  

the Elizabethan era 

I can identify reasons for trade and exploration 
in this period 

I can explain Francis Drake’s navigation of the 
world

Lesson 3 
To know what the Spanish Armada 
attack was 

I can explain reasons for the invasion 
of the Spanish Armada  
I can explain the outcome of the invasion

Lesson 4 
To know the significance  

of the bubonic plague  
during this period 

I can explain what the bubonic plague was 
I can explain the believed and actual causes of 

the plague

Lesson 5 
To know what daily life was like in 
Elizabethan England 

I can explain how life was different for 
both rich and poor people in this period 
I can give my own viewpoints on what life 
was like with justification

Lesson 6 
To know the achievements of Queen Elizabeth I 

and of the Elizabethan era 

I can identify achievements made in society and 
their significance during this period 

I can explain how the Elizabethan era came to 
an end


