
Steps through Learning 
Music: Film Music

Sticky knowledge about film music 

• Know that a film soundtrack includes 
background music and any songs in a film 

• ‘Major’ key signatures use note pitches that 
sound cheerful and upbeat 

• ‘Minor key signatures use note pitches that 
can suggest sadness and tension 

• ‘Graphic notation’ means writing music down 
using your own choice of pictures and 
symbols 

• ‘Staff notation’ means music is written down 
using formally on staves using the correct 
note names and symbols

Vocabulary that I will learn and use during this 
unit of work 

Some examples of modern graphic 
scores


