
Steps through Learning

Music: Traditional instruments 

and improvisation 

My steps through learning:


What I will know and 
understand


How I will show that I know it

National Curriculum:

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory


• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians


• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression


• Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-
related dimensions of music


• Use and understand stave and other musical notations


What should I already know

Lesson 1

To explain an opinion of Indian music


• I can explain how the tempo and 
dynamics vary


• I can express the reasons why I like 
or dislike the music


• I know which instruments are used in 
Indian music

Lesson 2

To be able to improvise using given notes 


• I know what a rag is


• I can read musical notation and play these notes


• I can use a rag to improvise


Lesson 3

To be able to improvise using given 
notes

• 	I know what a rag is


• 	I can read musical notation and 
play these notes


• 	I can use a rag to improvise

Lesson 4

To create a piece of music using a drone, rag and tal

• 	I can play a rag


• 	I can play a drone


• 	I can play a tal


• 	I can improvise along to a drone and tal using the 
correct notes


Lesson 5

To perform a piece of music using 
musical notation


• I can sing accurately from musical 
notation and lyrics


• I can play the tune of the song from 
musical notation


• I can perform as part of a group



