
Steps through Learning 
Geography: The United 

Kingdom

My steps through learning: 

What I will know and 
understand 

How I will show that I know it

National Curriculum: 

KS2 - human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 
Ks2 - name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
KS2 - use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage 

What should I already know 

• The location of the continents of the world 
• Be familiar with the terms of ‘culture’ and ‘economy 
• Be familiar with what is meant by human geography 

and physical geography’ 
• Be familiar with compass points and other 

directional language 

Lesson 2 

To know the counties that make up the UK 

I can place counties in the UK on a map 

Lesson 1 

To know where the UK is in the world 

I can locate the countries of the UK on 
a world map 

I can identify the key human features of 
the UK

Lesson 4 

To know about mountains and hills in the UK 

I can explain how hills and mountains are formed 
I can identify mountain ranges of the UK 

Lesson 3 

To known what defines a UK town or 
city 

I can describe differences between a 
town and a city 

I can locate key UK cities on a map 

Lesson 5 

To know about the seas and coastlines 
of the UK 

I can identify the seas which surround 
the UK 

I can use vocabulary relating to seas and 
coasts 

Lesson 6 

To know about the major rivers in the UK 

I can explain the journey of a river from mouth 
to the sea 

I can name the major river systems in the UK 


