
Geography - In the Desert 
Steps through Learning 

My steps through learning: 

What I will know and 
understand 

How I will show that I know it

National Curriculum: 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries and 
major cities 

• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes and the water cycle 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

What should I already know: 

• Five oceans of the world 
• Seven continents of the world 
• Know where the UK is on a world map 
• Name the four countries that make up the 

united kingdom 
• A desert is a habitat

Lesson 2 

                            To know the weather and climate of  
                            some deserts 
                      
	 	     I can use graphs and charts to find,  
                         present and interpret information

Lesson 3 

To know about desert 
formations 

I can describe the process of 
erosion to create formations such 
as sand dunes, salt flats, pillars and 
arches

Lesson 4 

To know some ways in which deserts 
are used by humans 

I can explain how humans use the 
desert for filming, leisure and 
military testing

            Lesson 1 

To know what deserts are and 
where in the world they are 
located 

I can use a world map to 
identify the major deserts of 
the world

Lesson 5 

To know some of the challenges 
faced by people living in deserts 

I can explore how large desert 
cities get the water they need

Lesson 6 

To know some causes and effects of 
desertification  

I can create a poster about the 
effects of desertification for 
farmers


