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Ways to help your child at home

Games

Playing games such as Monopoly, darts, snooker etc can help children to become faster at 
mental maths calculations. Many card and dice games encourage children to calculate 
mentally, such as Yahtzee, Rummy, Pontoon amongst others.

To help with number strategies

• Practise the times tables for their year group expectations and their related division 
facts. Children need to know their 2, 5 and 10 tables by the end of  Year 2 and are 
expected to recall all the way up to 12x12 with their divisions by the end of year 4. 
These need to be fluent and answered instantaneously for them to be secure at them.

• Find opportunities for children to work mentally - adding and subtracting within the 
supermarket, counting out items at home i.e laying the table.

• Doubling and halving within opportunities i.e. I need 10 apples to feed 4 people, how 
many for 2 people?

• For older children, play matching pairs between fractions, decimals and percentages on 
blank playing cards.

• Finding different ways to answer mental questions i.e (52 + 35 = 87, 40 + 47 = 87, 30 + 
57 = 87)

To help with money problems 

• Allow children to experience the use of real money.
• Asking questions of children such as which is cheaper/more expensive during outings.
• Use a catalogue like Argos and ask children to choose 5 items under £20. Calculate how 

much they cost and the change from £100 (for older children).

To help with shape and measures

• Look at recipes and allow children to experience weighing, looking at heavier and lighter 
and reading of scales.

• Encourage children to work at reading the time or using the language of time - 
estimating the length of time it takes to achieve a task.

• Involve children with estimating and reading timetables for buses, trains etc. 
• Spotting shapes and patterns in everyday life - in nature, around the house etc.
• Encourage children to measure areas using standard units of measure (cm, m, km) as well 

as non standard (2 pencil lengths long, 3 books high etc).



End of year expectations for each year group.

These are some brief outlines for each year group of what is expected of a child by the end 
of the year in maths.
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